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Are you a student preparing for the GRE AWA? Or a GRE prep tutor wanting to up your game?
Where do you start? Have you tried searching online? Frustrated? Confused? Overwhelmed?
Whether your goal is to earn a high GRE AWA score or teach others to master it, On GRE
Analytical Writing provides the framework!Based on over a decade’s worth of research, (real-
world) testing, and on-going refinement, this step-by-step guide to the issue task of the GRE
Analytical Writing Assessment section teaches:•How to structure responses using idea-
mapping exercise and sample essays of a decade-long writing test instructor•How to approach
the issue prompts for complexity of thought•How to develop responses that reflect the assigned
instructions on development and support – all six instruction types!•How to deliver and phrase
ideas to demonstrate "unique" word choices“Thanks to your perfect writing class, I received
4.5/6.0 on the GRE Analytical Writing section, which is, I think, the best performance I could
perform with my poor writing skills. Had it not been for your professional class, I would not have
achieved it.”- an excerpt from a former student's personal letter“ The sample essays are abound
with clear logic and useful, precise diction, rendering their qualities similar to those of the ETS’s
published score 6 essays. It took me approximately 2 hours to analyse and study a single
sample essay. Though the essays’ length did put pressure on me, I did not want to skip studying
any part of them. So, I decided to study them all, paraphrase what I could, and write as much as
I could on the real test.- an excerpt from a former student's course feedback
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from a former student's course feedbackOn GRE Analytical WritingStep-by-Step Guide to the
Issue Task: Solutions to Real PromptsMonika ChangKeulMediaCopyright © 2020 En Kyong
Chang & KeulMediaAll rights reservedThe characters and events portrayed in this book are
fictitious. Any similarity to real persons, living or dead, is coincidental and not intended by the
author.No part of this book may be reproduced, or stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in
any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise,
without express written permission of the publisher.97812345678901477123456Cover design
by: Art PainterLibrary of Congress Control Number: 2018675309Printed in the United States of
AmericaFor Daniel and IreneContentsEpigraphTitle PageCopyrightDedicationChapter 1. QUICK
FACTS about the GRE Analytical Writing Assessment SectionChapter 2. Quick Facts about
ETS’s Scoring CriteriaChapter 3. Analyzing the Prompt – the approach recommended by
ETSChapter 4. Task Types OverviewChapter 5. Instruction Type 1: WaysChapter 6. Instruction
Type 2: Refutation (Most compelling)Chapter 7. Instruction Type 3: Two ViewsChapter 8.
Instruction Type 4: Claim & ReasonChapter 9. Instruction Type 5: PolicyChapter 10. Instruction
Type 6: RecommendationAbout The AuthorChapter 1. QUICK FACTS about the GRE Analytical
Writing Assessment SectionI. 1st section of the GRE The first section of the GRE test is the
Analytical Writing Assessment (AWA), followed by two verbal reasoning and two quantitative
reasoning sections in alternate order.The test will be presented in one of the below two
orders:1) AWA -> Verbal -> Quantitative -> Verbal -> Quantitative2) AWA -> Quantitative ->
Verbal -> Quantitative ->VerbalII. Two Writing Tasks The AWA is comprised of two timed-writing
tasks - issue and argument. The issue task commences the AWA, and each task is assigned a
time frame of 30 minutes (AWA: Issue (30 minutes) -> Argument ( 30 minutes)). While the two
tasks present different challenges, both tasks require an analytical approach to the assigned
prompt.  2.1 Issue Task The Issue task requires an evaluation of an opinion on an issue of
broad interest. For instance, the issue may comprehend topics from fine arts and humanities or
the social and physical science. The evaluation of the presented opinion should lead to your
argument on the issue, developed and supported with reasons and examples as assigned in the
instruction.  2.2 Argument Task Demanding a skill set different from that by the Issue task, the
argument task requires evaluating someone else's argument, the logical soundness of its claims



and evidence. In other words, the response to the argument task should not reflect your personal
opinions, such as your agreement or disagreement. The evaluation of the argument’s logical
soundness must be made and presented according to the instruction.III. Published topic pool
ETS ETS has published its entire topic pool to ensure test takers can prepare in advance. There
are 156 issue topics and 223 argument topics [October 2020]. Some topics appear more than
once, and they are followed by different instructions on analysis and development,
respectively. Keep this in mind, and make sure to read the instruction carefully. Remember that it
is not the prompt but the instruction on development and support that should determine your
approach to the task. Click the below for your reference.Chapter 2. Quick Facts about ETS’s
Scoring CriteriaI. Scoring Process Your essay responses are reviewed by both the ETS essay
similarity detection software and two trained readers. Once the software considers the
responses as independent essays - meaning original works- they are randomly distributed to
two readers (refer to chapter 3 for more information on score cancellation). The readers are
offered neither information about the test taker nor the score offered by the other. If the two
readers mark the responses with a number neither identical nor adjacent, a third reader is
brought in to adjudicate the difference between the two. With each response marked on a 6-
point scale and in .5 increments, the AWA's total score is the average score of the two tasks:
issue and argument.

“Thanks to your perfect writing class, I received 4.5/6.0 on the GRE Analytical Writing section,
which is, I think, the best performance I could perform with my poor writing skills. Had it not been
for your professional class, I would not have achieved it.”- an excerpt from a former student's
personal letter “The sample essays are abound with clear logic and useful, precise diction,
rendering their qualities similar to those of the ETS’s published score 6 essays. It took me
approximately 2 hours to analyze and study a single sample essay. Though the essays’ length
did put pressure on me, I did not want to skip studying any part of them. So, I decided to study
them all, paraphrase what I could, and write as much as I could on the real test. "- an excerpt
from a former student's course feedbackOn GRE Analytical WritingStep-by-Step Guide to the
Issue Task: Solutions to Real PromptsMonika ChangKeulMediaCopyright © 2020 En Kyong
Chang & KeulMediaAll rights reservedThe characters and events portrayed in this book are
fictitious. Any similarity to real persons, living or dead, is coincidental and not intended by the
author.No part of this book may be reproduced, or stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in
any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise,
without express written permission of the publisher.97812345678901477123456Cover design
by: Art PainterLibrary of Congress Control Number: 2018675309Printed in the United States of
AmericaFor Daniel and IreneContentsEpigraphTitle PageCopyrightDedicationChapter 1. QUICK
FACTS about the GRE Analytical Writing Assessment SectionChapter 2. Quick Facts about
ETS’s Scoring CriteriaChapter 3. Analyzing the Prompt – the approach recommended by
ETSChapter 4. Task Types OverviewChapter 5. Instruction Type 1: WaysChapter 6. Instruction



Type 2: Refutation (Most compelling)Chapter 7. Instruction Type 3: Two ViewsChapter 8.
Instruction Type 4: Claim & ReasonChapter 9. Instruction Type 5: PolicyChapter 10. Instruction
Type 6: RecommendationAbout The AuthorChapter 1. QUICK FACTS about the GRE Analytical
Writing Assessment SectionI. 1st section of the GRE The first section of the GRE test is the
Analytical Writing Assessment (AWA), followed by two verbal reasoning and two quantitative
reasoning sections in alternate order.The test will be presented in one of the below two
orders:1) AWA -> Verbal -> Quantitative -> Verbal -> Quantitative2) AWA -> Quantitative ->
Verbal -> Quantitative ->VerbalII. Two Writing Tasks The AWA is comprised of two timed-writing
tasks - issue and argument. The issue task commences the AWA, and each task is assigned a
time frame of 30 minutes (AWA: Issue (30 minutes) -> Argument ( 30 minutes)). While the two
tasks present different challenges, both tasks require an analytical approach to the assigned
prompt.  2.1 Issue Task The Issue task requires an evaluation of an opinion on an issue of
broad interest. For instance, the issue may comprehend topics from fine arts and humanities or
the social and physical science. The evaluation of the presented opinion should lead to your
argument on the issue, developed and supported with reasons and examples as assigned in the
instruction.  2.2 Argument Task Demanding a skill set different from that by the Issue task, the
argument task requires evaluating someone else's argument, the logical soundness of its claims
and evidence. In other words, the response to the argument task should not reflect your personal
opinions, such as your agreement or disagreement. The evaluation of the argument’s logical
soundness must be made and presented according to the instruction.III. Published topic pool
ETS ETS has published its entire topic pool to ensure test takers can prepare in advance. There
are 156 issue topics and 223 argument topics [October 2020]. Some topics appear more than
once, and they are followed by different instructions on analysis and development,
respectively. Keep this in mind, and make sure to read the instruction carefully. Remember that it
is not the prompt but the instruction on development and support that should determine your
approach to the task. Click the below for your reference.Chapter 2. Quick Facts about ETS’s
Scoring CriteriaI. Scoring Process Your essay responses are reviewed by both the ETS essay
similarity detection software and two trained readers. Once the software considers the
responses as independent essays - meaning original works- they are randomly distributed to
two readers (refer to chapter 3 for more information on score cancellation). The readers are
offered neither information about the test taker nor the score offered by the other. If the two
readers mark the responses with a number neither identical nor adjacent, a third reader is
brought in to adjudicate the difference between the two. With each response marked on a 6-
point scale and in .5 increments, the AWA's total score is the average score of the two tasks:
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teststhe average score of test-takers: 3.5the average score of test takers with U.S. Citizenship:
3.8the average score of non-US citizen test-takers:3.0III. Score Cancellation/Cheating/
Plagiarism The essay responses must reflect the test taker's independent analytical writing
skills. In other words, a) the text should not be substantially similar to that the text in other GRE
essay responses, b) published or unpublished sources should not be quoted or paraphrased
without attribution, c) works produced through collaboration should not be used without citation
of the others’ contribution, and/or d) ideas or words borrowed or prearranged by others should
not be submitted as one’s own. If the originality or authenticity of the essay responses is
questioned, not just the writing section's score, but the scores for the remaining sections of the
GRE test are also canceled. The fee of the canceled test is not refunded. For those whose test
may be canceled, however, the record of the score cancellation, including the reason for
cancellation, does not appear on score reports to colleges and universities. Chapter
3. Analyzing the Prompt – the approach recommended by ETS It cannot be emphasized
enough that the issue section tests primarily critical thinking and persuasive writing skills. As
mentioned in chapter 1, the issue task requires evaluating an opinion on an issue of broad
interest, developed and supported with reasons and examples as assigned in the
instruction. Hence, an ideal issue response should explore the complexities of both the prompt
and the instruction. To help navigate the process, ETS has outlined the exact questions that
should help examine the prompt's complexities. This chapter will analyze those questions and
apply them to a topic from their published issue pool. As for the instruction, we will be discussing
each of the six instruction types, including the specific types of examples recommended by the
instruction, in the next chapter. As mentioned above, the questions below should help examine
their complexities according to ETS:QUESTIONS1. What, precisely, is the central issue?2.
What, precisely, are the instructions asking me to do?3. Do I agree with all or with any part of
the claim? Why or why not?4. Does the claim make certain assumptions? If so, are they
reasonable?5. Is the claim valid only under certain conditions? If so, what are they?6. Do I
need to explain how I interpret certain terms or concepts used in the claim?7. If I take a certain
position on the issue, what reasons support my position?8. What examples—either real or
hypothetical—could I use to illustrate those reasons and advance my point of view? Which
examples are most compelling?Now let’s take a moment to analyze each question.1. What,
precisely, is the central issue? The issue task presents a claim, and the subject of the claim is
the central issue. The question above asks test-takers to identify the subject of the claim. Peruse
the claim for the subject. Are there specific words that limit the scope of the subject?Let’s try a
claim:Scandals are useful because they focus our attention on problems in ways that no speaker
or reformer ever could. Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or
disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most
compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position. What is the
central issue of the claim above? If you thought scandals, try again. Scandals is too broad a
subject for discussion. Be as specific and precise as possible. Which aspect of scandals does



the claim address? A careful reading of the claim should direct attention to scandals focus our
attention on problems in ways. The central issue is the way scandals focus our attention on
problems.2. What, precisely, are the instructions asking me to do? Read the instruction that
follows the claim. While all issue responses will take the form of persuasive writing, which
characteristically includes reasons and/or examples, your response should be developed
according to the assigned instruction. Take note of the six different instructions, paying attention
to how each instruction is framed. For the assigned instruction, what should the discussion
encompass, and how should your response be developed?1. Discuss the extent to which you
agree or disagree with a general statement and consider circumstances in which the statement
might or might not hold true.2. Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with a
recommendation and consider specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous.3. Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with a
claim and anticipate and address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be
used to challenge your position.4. Discuss your views on a policy and explain the possible
consequences of implementing the policy.5. Discuss two opposing views and explain which view
more closely aligns with your own position.6. Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree
with a claim and the reason on which it is based. In the next chapters, each of the six directions
and recommended approaches will be discussed in detail. 3. Do I agree with all or with any part
of the claim? Why or why not? According to the ETS, unlike the other sections of the GRE, the
writing section does not set a right answer. Feel free to take any position on the issue but do
bear in mind that you must present an insightful discussion of the given topic. While the above
question seems quite simple, many responses by test-takers do, in fact, go off at a tangent.
From my experience as a writing instructor, test-takers most often digress from the topic when
they focus on one single word from the topic rather than the relationship between words – or
ideas. In other words, the claim – every word that creates it – should be analyzed in detail. The
discussion topic should not be replaced by matters that are not mentioned in the claim unless
they are clearly the claim's assumption or premise. Likewise, the discussion should not exclude
any word that creates the claim. At the end of the analysis, you may, for instance, agree that
“scandals are often or can be useful”-a position based on the premise that scandals focus our
attention on problems in ways that no speaker or reformer ever could. Alternatively, you may
disagree and argue that “scandals are seldom or never useful” for the very reason that “it has us
focus on problems in problematic ways.” (I underline problematic because the word must be
clarified with more precise and specific language.)
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Daniel, “This book definitely stands out.. I had searched for sample essays and instructions on
GRE AWA for months. I was just about to give up and figure out the section on my own when I
found this book.Firstly, the author breaks down the complex issue topics so logically and
elegantly. Secondly, the explanation is thorough, practical, and helpful. Lastly, the sample essays
are of supreme quality. The only downside is that there aren’t more sample essays.”

Marine A., “Excellent !. All the tasks are elaborated and delineated perfectly to ensure that every
point mentioned in the ETS official guide is thoroughly covered. A must read guide.”

The book by Monika Chang has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 3 people have provided feedback.
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